1835]              Letters to Madame HansJca.              2
Part of the u Etudes de Mceurs," the second edition " Goriot,"   -'Melmoth  reconcilie,"   the manuscripts " LaFille aux yeux d'or," and the " Duchesse de Li geais," and, perhaps, that of " Seraphita; " perhaps a the second Part of the " Etudes Philosophiques."
What shall I tell you about all this? The finishing "Seraphita" kills me, crushes me. I have fever ev< day. Never did so grand a conception rise before a man. None but myself can know what I put into I put my life into it! When you receive this letter 1 work will have been cast.
There never was a success equal to that of " Gorio This stupid Paris, which neglected the "Absolu," 1 just bought twelve hundred copies of the first edition " Goriot" [in book form], before its announcement. T other editions are in press. I will send you the second,
Here I am, with piles of gold, compared to my L situation; for I still have seven thousand ducats to }: [70,000 frs.], but in three months "Goriot" gives c thousand ducats. During the last three months I hf regularly paid off four thousand ducats a month with 1 product of my pen!x
Besides " Seraphita," I am finishing " I/Enfant MJ dit," remaking "Louis Lambert," and completing <; Fille aux yeux d'or." I have finished a rather import* work, entitled, " Melmoth reconcilie," and I am prep ing a great and beautiful work, called " Le Lys dans Vallee," the figure of a charming woman, full of he well in health, that M. Hanski be gay, have no black butterflies, that his enterprises shall prosper, that Anna shall jump and laugh and grow without accidents; and that
